, in a recent review of the literature, says that the suicide rates in England and Wales have shown a steady increase in recent years after a marked decrease during the war, though they are still below the 1938 figures. But this is too broad a generalization, and Figs. 3 and 4 below reveal that the rates in different age groups and for the two sexes are now behaving differently.
The death rate in England and Wales for suicide per million males in four age groups is shown in Fig. 1 by decades from 1861 to the end of 1920. The upward trend in every age group until 1911 is clearly shown.
In the decade that includes the 1914-18 war the rates all fell, though precisely by how much is questionable because of the difficulty of estimating the civilian population during the war.
The death rates for suicide among women changed over these decades in a similar way, as Fig. 2 The rates for women contrast in several respects with those for men, and are illustrated in Fig. 4 (see also (RegistrarGeneral, 1940 (RegistrarGeneral, , 1948 (RegistrarGeneral, -51, 1949 The most notable feature of these figures is the relatively high proportion of women among the suicides attempted but not completed by people aged under 50. Of attempted suicides in people aged under 50 the majority were women both before and after the war. Of people who attempted suicide aged 50 and over and of those who committed suicide at any age, the majority were men. Nearly three-quarters of the women who attempted suicide were aged under 50. These findings are broadly in agreement with those of Dahlgren (1945) and Moore (1937) .
Seasonal Distribution
The fact that suicides in Europe are more numerous in spring and summer has been known for over a century. Dahlgren (1945) periods, 1921-9, 1930-9, and 1940-8 
